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Extrart  from  interrogation  of 

General  Hid i lei  TG.TO 
of  12  Ilarch  1946 

j 

1 

i 

/PP. 

1,  4,  6-8,  9*10/ 

"Q 

You  were  chosen  Premier,  were  you  not,  chiefly  because 
it  was  felt  that  you  could  control  the  actions  of  the 

Army? 

"A 

Yes,  from  the  standpoint  of  military  administration." 

*  *  * 

/P- 

4/ 

«Q 

Yesterday,  you  explained  that  the  policy,  after  the  6 

September  1941  Imperial  Conference,  was,  on  the  one  hand, 
to  negotiate  for  peace,  and  on  the  other,  to  prepare  for 
war.  Did  you  continue  that  policy? 

"A 

Yes.  I  undertook  the  work  as  Premier. 

"Q 

What  matters  were  discussed  and  what  policies  decided  on 
at  the  Imperial  Conference  of  5  November  1941? 

"A 

There  wasn't  any  Imperial  Conference  on  the  5th  of 

November." 

*  *  * 

/PP< 

.  6-8/ 

"Q 

r’hen  and  why  was  a  meeting  of  ex-premiers  held  prior  to 
the  last  Imperial  Conference  of  1  December  1941? 

"A 

You  mean  the  Senior  Statesmen? 

"Q 

Yes. 

"A 

That  was  convened  by  the  Emperor. 

"Q 

When? 

"A 

It  was  either  on  the  1st  or  the  31st, 

"Q 

What  w as  the  purpose  of  calling  that  meeting? 

i 
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,!A 


"A 


"Q 

"A 


The  Emperor  was  very  anyJ.nijv:  about  the  question  of  war 
with  America  and  he  convened  ih@iu  in  order  to  hear  each 
man's  opinion# 

’•/ho  presided  at  that  meeting? 

% 

Let's  see  -  these  were  ’VAKATS'UfCI,  OKA0A ,  Senjuro  HAY  VS  HI, 
YONAI,  Nobuyuki  ABE,  KONOYF-,  KIRANUHA. 

You  still  have  not  answered  who  presided. 

I  think  perhaps  ’"AK.VJSITCI  presided.  I  don’t  really  know. 


"Q  Did  you  make  any  statements  at  that  meeting? 

"A  Of  course  I  was  there  toe.  os  the  Premier  at  that  time. 
Yes,  I  did.  The  Emperor  was  there  and  heard  each  man's 
opinion  in  turn,  7!  was  there  and  from  time  to  time  spoke, 
giving  the  government's  point  of  view. 

"Q  What  did  you  state  as  the  government's  point  of  view? 

"A  I  explained  various  things,  but  I  don't  remember  the  de¬ 
tails  now.  I  explained  the  inevitableness  of  war. 

"Q  Did  the  ^tnperor  make  any  statement  at  all  at  that  meeting? 

"A  No,  he  only  listened#  This  was  not  a  conference.  It  was 
only  that  the  Emperor  wished  to  hear  the  opinion  of  each 
man. 

* 

"Q  Did  you  express  your  opinion  before  any  of  the  others 
expressed  theirs? 

"A  It  was  this  way:  The  Army,  Navy  and  Foreign  Ministers, 

President  of  the  Cabinet  Planning  Board,  and  I,  as  Premier, 
met  with  the  Senior  Statesmen  in  the  morning  and  explained 
the  situation  to  them.  Then  after  a  Court  dinner  with  the 
Emperor,  the  former  Premiers  and  I  met  with  the  Emperor 
who  heard  each  man's  opinion  in  turn.  The  other  cabinet 
members  were  rob  present  at  that  time,  only  I  from  the 
government.  There  was  one  other  former  Premier  present  - 
HIKOTA. 

*  *  * 
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/pp.  9-10/ 


,;rere  there  any  differences  between  TO/, 3  and  the  others 
relative  to  this?  /Deferring  to  the  delivery  of  the  final 
note  to  the  United  Staves./ 

No,  there  were  not.  They  were  the  same  -  to  deliver  it 
before  the  attack, 

’•"as  any  decision  arrived  at  in  the  Liaison  Conference  as 
to  how  long  lg  was  to  se  delivered  before  the  attack? 

I  have  explained  this  before.  The  decision  as  to  the  time 
was  not  made  at  the  Liaison  Conference,  The  Supreme  Com¬ 
mand  ana  the  Foreign  I'inister  were  to  meet  together  and 
decide  the  tine  wliioh  w  ntfe-  comply  with  the  diplomatic  and 
also  the  strategic  requirements. 

Was  this  delegation  of  authority  decided  upon  at  this  same 
final  Liaison  Conference? 

Yes. 

Do  you  know  that  such  meeting  or  mootings  were  held  pur¬ 
suant  to  this  delegation  of  authority? 

No,  I  don't  knov/. 


"Q  Did  you  learn  what  decision  had  been  arrived  at  in  regard 
to  timing  by  these  men  to  whom  the  authority  had  been 
delegated? 

"A  I  did  not  learn  precisely  the  time  set,  but  it  was  decided 
that  the  Chiefs  of  Staff  and  the  Foreign  Minister  would 
settle  that  so  as  to  comply  with  both  the  diplomatic  and 
military  requirements.  It  was  settled  at  the  Liaison 
Conference  that  the  delivery  of  the  final  note  would 
precede  the  attack.  /Last  sentence  of  this  answer  read 
back  to  the  witness  who  agreed  as  to  its  correctness./ 

"Q  You  stated  recently  during  an  interrogation  that  Japan 
declared  war  on  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain.  On 
what  co  you  base  that  statement? 

"A  It  is  based  on  the  Imperial  rescript. 
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That  Imperial  rescript  was  announced  to  the  Japanese 
people  and  to  the  world  some  eleven  or  twelve  hours  after 
the  attack  on  Pearl  Harbor.  Do  you  deny  this? 

It  was  afterwards,  all  right. 

How  many  hours  afterwards  do  you  admit  that  it  was? 

It  was  announced  at  about  11  or  11:30  on  the  morning  of 
the  8th  in  Japan. 

And  the  Pearl  Harbor  attack  was  at  3:00  A.v. ,  Japan  time? 

Yes,  about  that.  I  am  not  absolutely  sure  of  the  time, 
but  I  think  it  was  about  like  that." 


*  *  * 


PURL:  http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/9f0a70/ 


PURL :  http  ://w ww. legal-tools . org/doc/9f0a7 0/ 


57  oh- 


r 


f  ft  K  -  <  K  J 

S? '  g  3  *i~  K  ^  -H  1  1  03  N  «  c^*  3  u  **  ®  N  ; 

$3  $  g  >K  mi  $  n  <3  <a  h  *  *  ^  ^ ^  ■*  l^ 

■»>  ^  U  -El  R  ih  IS  •>  *  *t  ° 

$  '  $4  ini  n  n  ■*•  H*  k  r  * 

£2  '  4*  *  't>  K  ' 


<A 


w,  * 
•^1 

7n 

\ 

-> 

<  IX  4  i 

a  l4- 

>1 

& 

EN  | 

W  i 

u+> 

vv\ 

u 

» 

ih 

V 

*  ° 

nn?  * 
UiL 

S 

Hi’ 

MR 

m 

a 

'  *,  m 

S  1  111 

R 

in 

f 

i 

□3 

■R 

N 

£ 

R 

V 

•> 

j 

IE  # 

* 

A 

<:i  <a  :r 

•S 

« 

V* 

•i 

Hil 

s 

\ 

$ 

li¬ 

A 

R 

0 

¥T 

Slh 

;  %  a 

z. 

A 

s* 

*s 

Si 

i  ; 

•1 

fe 

N 

# 

K 

3b 

LH 

> 

*> 

its 

^  iS  liln 

its 

•>l 

o 

7s 

n 

Vt> 

^  -< 

A 

CN 

m 

its 

*  *  •$ 

vl 

an  Q! 

6s 

;.~V 

M\ 

A 

ih 

A 

N 

lh 

h 

O 

► 

•> 

AS 

£2  ' 

7s 

A 

<B  <a  v,> 

\ 

rilH 

WUi 

* 

ft  » 

* 

•Tv 

nS 

R 

0 

»  ' 

H 

— 

-  '  l£a 

* 

*\ 

/ 

s 

.’in 
<1  \ 

* 

n? 

Ll— 

Si 

■\l 

+• 

t7 

<a.i 

r 

s>4 

'IN 

E 

* 

IS&tplj? 

& 

ft? 

\s- 

0 

IS 

*> 

0 

p.?  * 

Ui 

► 

•2  *  til  » 

•> 

AS 

< 

»K 

V 

■s 

V 

lh 

K 

.’  /.!  * 
s? 

i  & 

.  ih  t3  :r 

'ill 

.»■'* 
Vi  If 

•N 

«<s 

j~ 

n4 

ii 

K 

0 

E 

;  *k 

n 

D 

r-^i  # 

£5 


t  <fc  =>  ►  ^  ’ 

«  R  <  Sv  s  &  Ci  'I  &  v  fc  ©  R  ® 

«,  -  §  £i  4$  #  *  n  II  i;3  S’  N  a  a  •!<  m  "•  *  fc  *9  =*  ►  -> 

<8,  o  «$  s  &S  SB  *  *  ^  * 0  BH**  *31 

41  ,tv  ^  13  .'(  l|  l£  -<  N  {jl  Kt  ^  Vi  &  *  *■  *  ►  •>  <(>  0 


PURL :  http  ://w ww. legal-tools . org/doc/9f0a7 0/ 


y  o/j) 


t 


i 


r\ 


* 

N 

3 

^  .\ 

& 

* 

&  ia 

•>  ^ 

.h*l 

Ei.l 

0 

C\ 

•LI- 

✓  2j 
*-rv 

■/ 

ly 

\ 

* 

O 

IS 

ft 

\ 

\ 

im> 

R  A 

*  ih. 

n 

v-\ 

15 

*S 

n 

JS. 

t\ 

:*;'! 

.1 

^ 

vV 

R 

* 

» 

* 

0 

* 

•S 

n  •«. 

C\ 

Voi 

C?  * 

\S 

e 

*/* 

•> 

<T 

n 

VkC 

R 

V 

n 

j- 

s 

\ 

$ 

H 

>S  tin 

r\ 

► 

f  *\ 

0  & 

\ 

LL? 

Lil* 

*N 

a 

V 

R 

llx 

V 

k 

n 

^  ii 

fv» 

L-> 

•> 

NN  V 

12 

iK<4 

\ 

X  *S 

<2  <d 

■«h 

R  i\ 

»)v 

IS 

u» 

^  fca 

R 

& 

V 

*• 

Qil*- 

r 

\ 

:"■{ 

14 

iJ  v 

»S  lila 

•N 

N\ 

Vn  is 

♦/V 

O 

•N 

\ 

a 

y,.>J 

Kid 

& 

iS  n 

% 

n 

IIN 

?'  4» 

,\  is 

<?s 

0 

rV4 

u 

sin- 

*R 

^  •< 

N 

{$  E\ 

C\ 

13  # 

•N 

C  ■*• 

B'5  m 

N 

is 

* 

0 

£2 

& 

✓ 

N 

9  ^ 

3! 

R  & 

&  ' 

S4  *1 

fix 

*✓ 

4 

n 

H 

•a 

CR 

\ 

#2 

*  Q 

'< 

•)v 

R  ' 

$ 

A 

\ 

n  »\ 

IK 

»\ 

4<a 

*S 

£1 

* 

rVi 

*/>* 

£• 

\'4 

<N 

N 

❖ 

i> 

i> 

liil 

'  -$1 

Wi 

AU 

Ua 

13  £i  r4  0 

•i< 

liil 

u~ 

* 

Ip. 

\ 

vi 

R 

4- 

a 

■£* 

n 

W  UH  Q 

j- 

«&  *> 

*;  i  •’  "j 

\v»  \X 

II 

a 

i.N 

«JO 

llo 

HF 

•}> 

R 

* 

R 

*  6 

•1.-* 

v* 

N  $  U  0 

Pi 

i> 

lui 

iiJ- 

'r\ 

S3  H- 

N 

w» 

u 

IS  i’l  <ja 

81 H-  4 

u 

X 

*N  U 

L\ 

C3  IS 

II 

*S 

^  •> 

* 

0 

«  n 

u  ^ 

f 

\ 

>N 

\ 

)\> 

LA 

II 

N 

33  £3 

•F 

’K 

uf 

*;-» 

r 

*  < 

•<r 

vU* 

W 

R  *3 

£5  > 

*N 

m 

iV 

0 

iV 

1 

< 

•T-J 

U 

u  o 

n| 

i.-» 

i  / 
i> 

Ml  ft 

3  £5 

♦> 

•• 

•r« 

m 

— 

lia  ES 

5;-  K  0 


X 


v/ 


V/ 


PURL :  http  ://w ww. legal-tools . org/doc/9f0a7 0/ 


'*0 

A 


•• 

1 

45 

f-4 

— 

« 

T* 

ft 

J 

Ee 

n 

A 

S3 

H 

fi 

u_a 

*N 

\ 

«a 

iV 

*t\\ 

a 

H 

ia 

* 

<ri 

a 

.*  'V 

Lu5 

A 

Ilf 

,U7 

K« 

.  / 

a 

*N 

n 

X. 

U 

;  r» 

i — 1 

*)k 

\ 

b*/ 

'i«-\ 

%rt 

A 

A 

f?j 

‘c 

A 

;’.fi 

9 

A 

2 

U 

vl 

A 

OT 

%  •c 

t:v 

*  u\ 

« 

n 

CN 

> 

#)v 

-R 

» 

e 

V 

H 

r 

S 

CN 

> 

*» 

,\ 

IS 

*> 

J 

4 

i 

Cri 

•S 

ilr 

> 

A 

* 

— 

‘A 

A 

V# 

VO 

r> 

•  _ 

•  ■  •' 

'Vil 

U 

«i1 

\rr 

j*.  / 

K 

n 

X. 

II 

is 

K 

0 

[R 

* 

f.\ 

r’i 

W4’ 

& 

A, 

% 

.,-1 

<-* 

A 

% 

■s 

u 

*  '7 
tui 

II 

>»v 

V 

»S 

A 

•R 

\'r 

•L( 

»/ 

\ 

■fr 

J! 

Jf  3 

A  _a 

V 

•s 

i.il 

•V'? 

<Li 

iii.a 

IS 

\uJ 

•R 

A 

H 

431 

k' 

<(> 

►# 

V 

R 

<» 

$ 

* 

A 

A 

n 

.c. 

f 

\ 

'•V: 

J! 

:iJ 

to 

U4> 

>sii 

A 

1^ 

A 

*5S 

0 

A 

A 

ffi* 

L2 

II 

LX 

A 

iS 

A 

JU 

•>9J 

iK 

* 

N 

A 

A 

i.l'i 

•*.  I*k 

v*i? 

& 

L'f. 

iiiid 

»l 

V 

*S 

\ 

•J 

•S 

■R 

A 

A 

is 

K 

.«*  1 

m 

trO. 

Wi 

•  U 
■<\ 

•K  El 

*R 

1 

*»#v 

H 

<3  <a 

•> 

IS 

—*. 

SN 

« 

■M 

•u. 

*V* 

(H 

U-M- 

■H 

A 

* 

1^ 

V>? 

u 

a 

K 

"N 

A 

*S 

£S 

• 

A 

j  U 

« 

K 

* 

wn 

<xJ 

'IS 

l 

r 

o 

•)k 

* 

0 

£2 

* 

A 

A 

* 

*i  V 

Li 

A 

ii*!» 

W 

r 

\ 

Sj 

•'*’.% 

>•** 

A 

u 

•  •  *• 
• .  -* 
n  *<* 

ll'l 

Ikua 

H 

IS 

« 

*K 

*P 

il\ 

A 

A 

IS 

K 

■R 

$ 

* 

4* 

■£> 

is 

K 

0 

* 

* 

A 

■S 

<.u  <n 

IR 

i 

iLS 

a 

f 

\ 

Citl 

•I? 

a 

Li 

A 

.vw 

u 

#• 

A 

iS 

Lis 

R 

a 

* 

n 

X. 

A 

C4 

1r> 

I  > 

/• 

N 

J3 

A 

•s 

lila 

K 

■R 

* 

V 

* 

* 

ig 

CN 

> 

•P 

,\ 

0 

* 

A 

A 

.-*i 
v  » 

•.  V 

Li 

A 

ii"» 

SSi« 

.  / 

•\ 

A 

A 

a 

«? 

Q 

II 

A 

»S 

fir 

E 

U 

/T? 

k*_i 

A 

s 

A 

♦A 

A 

■ft? 

.-' “t 

tui 

•1 

0 

*»> 

•R 

*!> 

N 

s 

V.* 

A 

<iS 

-R 

& 

* 

V* 

* 

\ 

A 

|J\ 

A 

* 

Jir" 

U 

s 

A 

:*j 

i*-t 

Q 

n 

w- 

4» 

IS 

•> 

PURL :  http  ://w ww. legal-tools . org/doc/9f0a7 0/ 


to  A 


4 


* 

o  \ 

nC  'A 

#*7* 

J-C 

♦  •  t 

'  ./  *  *- 
•  ^  -xN 

iV? 

•{<  ini 

•<s 

•  > 

i  v\ 

-H  iv>  Jft 

£-M 

X 

U'T* 

(*-£ 

,tr>  ;-*/ 

tS  X  J-,t 

■f«/ 

W 

II 

n 

*K  < 

$ 

i'-i  IN 

&  l?> 

i< 

Y 

n  n 

X. 

•K 

:*S  X  IN 

a 

fr 

x 

*  0 

« 

U  £g 

■•  ’1/ 

ft 

v  'I 

•N> 

£1  * 

V.!» 

.tv* 

K‘\ 

V  IN  A 

* 

jv. 

Y 

n  n 

X. 

\  X 

• 

X 

jyj 

•  3«  • 

%*  *  IMlU 

H 

A  'K 

,<u 

-VO 

|*M 

V  IN  A 

X 

tr 

v* 

K  \ 

n 

X  » 

X 

I ;) 

*.  • 

X  " 

n  •i»*‘ 

<  Jj 

*X 

II 

3  1 # 

a 

r 

21  <  < 

X 

X  $g 

>U’ 

'K 

■fr 

n  ■*• 

X 

.7)  X 

X 

=s\° 


:r{ ' 

•:y 

ir'  n  n  x  -.3  ,,'u>  J.  ■£• 

II  u 

It  N 

<a 

x  ;i 

'.x\  i  ‘ 

■  *»/  t* 
'.‘iX 

ud  'I 

V-i? 

<r«i» 

X 

W  ^  x  -J?  i’n  x  x 

a  r 

*  X 

* 0 

X  X 

li  S3 

/* 

% 

» ri 

Sr 

'1  Viil  Y  'S  +v  >  X  fy 

X  x 

^  0 

Q*  " 

X 

^  <  22  a  II  ft  Y  'K 

*K  'X 

X 

^  0 

E  " 

X 

x  22  »  <  -v<  %  a  ft 

1  3 

lb  < 

\C*  x 

X 

'K  -Ft 

IN 

*1-  1 

r 

11 

-i*  "3  G  '1  n  ft  .  j  1m7 

rat  h:s  nj  u 

S 

X  S 

IN  X 

X 

•iN  K  0  X  X  x  kJ  M 

X  f* 

K 

0 

<■ 

\n> 

•  M 

Nc'i 

>S  X  X  v  K  0  T7 

a  ^ 

S  ^ 

!> 

f  X 

0 

,  *t 

•Ti 

Im.oI 

&  x  ;*  <  **  ar  -3 

o-s 

X  ^ 

0 

M,  <• 
•\xJ 

X 

X  <  m  |v  ‘x  <  u  \ 

1 1 

►1-  1 

•1 

U 

•S  -f 

1  a 

$•  W 

y-  % 

•  ;  * 

IN  X  f>  X  X  0 

i-.  ^ 

•. 

X 

x  k  r'jn  a;  ;  j  < 

DJ  ^ 

iti’  Z 

U 

X  'Jn  ■if'  ij.  j 

111 

V 

X 

X  ft  " 

i  >  .  <• 

t*  *  V  k  /  xx  15 

K  0 

;;>  •? 
hi 

X 

•  v  r 

1 W*  N 

<  X 

'«•  =x 

!► 

V  N  ^  x  x  d  »  t;> 

S  X 

!>  fir 

K  0 

xxx 


PURL :  http  ://w ww. legal-tools . org/doc/9f0a7 0/ 


